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HIGHER RATE TAXPAYER AND GIFT AID REFORM CAMPAIGN GAINS 
MOMENTUM 

 

The chief executives at RNIB, NSPCC, WWF-UK, Save the Children and British Red 

Cross, and the UK Director of Fundraising at Barnardo’s, have signed up in support of 

changes to Gift Aid proposed by the Institute of Fundraising.  They have put their 

names to a letter targeted at national media titles calling for reform to Gift Aid for higher 

rate taxpayers.  Support has also been gained from the chief executives of the 

Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations and National Council of 

Voluntary Organisations.   

 

The letter details that at a time when fundraised income is under strain and local 

authority support is shrinking, the Institute’s proposals are needed more than ever 

before.  It is outlined that the changes which have been put forward will motivate higher 

rate taxpayers to give – and the option for donors to reclaim tax on donations for 

themselves will be retained, as an additional incentive. 

 

The Institute continues to urge members to sign an online petition to the Prime 

Minister, as well as to adapt and send a letter to their MPs, to bring about the changes 

to Gift Aid for higher rate taxpayers that it is currently campaigning for.   The petition 

and template letter are both available on the Institute’s website. 

 

 Louise Richards, Director of Policy and Campaigns at the Institute, comments: 

 

“We are delighted to have garnered such important support for our campaign, which 

has the potential to make a great deal of difference to the incomes of many charities, 

large and small.  In order to push Government hard for change it’s vital that we are able 

to demonstrate wide support from across the sector.  As a result we’ll continue to  



 

mobilise fundraisers and charities alike to back our campaign and lobby their MPs on 

this issue.” 

 

The Institute is also continuing to work with other sector organisations including the 

National Council of Voluntary Organisations, Association of Chief Executives of 

Voluntary Organisations, Charity Finance Directors Group, Charity Tax Group and 

Charities Aid Foundation, to press for the further simplification of Gift Aid through the 

introduction of an ‘opt out’ rather than an ‘opt in’ system. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. Institute of Fundraising 

The Institute of Fundraising’s (www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk) mission is to support 

fundraisers, through leadership, representation, standards setting and education, to deliver 

excellent fundraising.  Members are supported through training, networking, the 

dissemination of best practice and representation on issues that affect the fundraising 

environment.  The Institute of Fundraising is the largest individual representative body in the 

voluntary sector with 5000 Individual members and 300 Organisational members 

 

2. Higher Rate taxpayer Gift Aid campaign 

Under the current system, most higher rate taxpayers believe that they can reclaim the 

difference between the basic and higher rates of tax for themselves.  In practice, the 

Government keeps 40% of this sum.   

 

According to the Institute, it ought to be easier for fundraising organisations to benefit from 

the additional tax relief available to higher rate taxpayers, and therefore Government should 

introduce changes which would allow higher rate taxpayers to donate the full amount of tax 

relief which they are eligible to reclaim back to charities. 

 
 

 


